Water and Electricity Law v oo foue: 2

A
) I = Summer 2025
- o Homepage: http://ewl.nri.ac.ir

o o
THeiy & W

Feasibility study of regional function of legal documents on exploitation
of shared waters

Mersedeh Mazloumi'™ | Elham Aminzadeh?

1. Ph.D. in International Law, Faculty of Law and Political. Science, University of Tehran, Tehran,

Iran. Email: m.mazloumi(@ut.ac.ir

2. Corresponding Author; Prof., Department of Public Law, Faculty ‘of Law andsPolitical Science,

University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Emaili eaminzadeh@ut:ac.ir \
Article Info Abstract
The way of using shared waters has be& of great importance for a
Article Type.: long time due to the scarcity of these resources and the multitude of
Research Article beneficiary. countries. In ‘such a way that each of the important
regions of the world] including Europe, America, Asia, and Africa,
Pages: -- -- have concludedyimportant legal documents and, accordingly, they

have prepared,specific rules in this regard. Europe due to having a
systematic and integra‘&l approach, Africa due to the establishment

Received: of multiple water institutions with a consensus decision-making
2024/02/17 method, Asia due to giving importance to the ecological needs of
Accepted: nature when' allocating water resources, and America due to the
2024{ 05/10 X attention and putting the framework agreement on the agenda. Each
Published online: of them involved innovations in the management of common water
2026/09/19 resources; But despite that, important regional documents have not

ir&luded different legal requirements from each other; Rather, the
Keywords: 4 requirements explained by these documents were common and

s ) ‘therefore, the said documents did not have a regional function and
feasibility study, function, . . . .
. each one did not establish unique and separate legal requirements;
region, legal\documents, . .
Rather, all of them have been based on the two important principles
shared waters. N . e
of the no-harm and equitable and reasonable utilization.
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1. Aarhus Convention

2. Espoo Convention

3. Economic Commission for European
4. Kofi Annan
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2. Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo
Convention), 1991.

3. For more information see: Cassar, A.Z. and Bruch, C.E. (2003). "Transboundary environmental
impact assessment in international Watercourse management". New York University
Environmental Law Journal, 12, 169 pages.

4. Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo
Convention), 1991, Article 3.

5. Ibid, Article 4

6. Ibid, Article 15

7. Ibid, Article 5
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. Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes

. Danube

Oder

Meuse

. Scheldt

. Rhine

. Baranyai, Gabor (2015). “Transboundary water cooperation in the European Union: a hydro-
political gap assessment”, (9 February 2022) at: www.Danubewaterquality.eu

8. International Law Association
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1. The Convention on the Law of Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses, commonly
referred to as the UN Watercourses Convention

2. The convention on the protection and use of transboundary watercourses and international lakes
(UNECE) of 1992.
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river protection convention), 1994.
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. Ibid, Article 2.

. Ibid, Article 5.

. Ibid, Article 6.

. Ibid, Article 9.

. Ibid, Article 14.
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. Ibid, Article 17.
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. Ibid, Article 24.

10. Ibid, Annex 1, part 2.
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. Bilateral agreement between Namibia and South Africa regarding the Orange River, October 2011.

. Turton, A.R; Meissner, R; Mampane, P.M. and Seremo, O. (2004). 4 hydro political history of
South Afirica’s international river basins. Pretoria: water research commission, 2at 99-100.

. The Lesotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP)

. Ibid, p. 274

. The Lesotho Highlands Development Authority (LHDA)

. LHWP Treaty, (1986), Articles 7 and 8.
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