Water and Electricity Law

Volume: 2, Issue: 1
Spring 2025

Homepage: http://ewl.nri.ac.ir

Application of International Law to Protect Water Resources and
Facilities Against Terrorist Crimes by Studying the Legislative
Experience in Iranian Criminal Law

Peyman Namamian™

Associate Professor of Criminal Law and Criminology, Faculty of Administrative Sciences and
Economics, Arak University, Arak, Iran. Email: p-namamian@araku.ac.ir

Article Info

Article Type:
Research Article

Pages: 103-124

Received:
2024/12/11
Accepted:
2025/11/04
Published online:
2025/12/07

Keywords:

Terrorist Crimes, Water
Security, Protection of
Water  Resources and
Facilities, United Nations,
Iranian Criminal Law.

Abstract

Terrorist groups that control specific regions not only threaten social
and political security, but they may also create significant problems in
water supply, quality, and economic development by targeting water
resources. These threats can have negative impacts on national security
and the health of local communities. The main objective of this
research is to analyze the terrorist threats against water resources and
infrastructure, and to assess the inefficacy of domestic and
international measures in countering these threats. This study employs
analytical and descriptive methods to examine the effects of terrorism
on water resources, as well as international documents related to
combating such crimes. Additionally, the legal status and executive
measures in Iran, including domestic laws and Islamic teachings, are
also analyzed. The findings of the research indicate that despite global
efforts to adopt legal frameworks in this regard, no -effective
international actions have been taken to address terrorist threats against
water resources and infrastructure. This is due to the lack of attention
from international organizations and governments to this issue. In Iran,
despite progress in domestic regulations and Islamic principles, efforts
to counter these threats still require further strengthening.
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(UNTOC) counted 190 States Parties. See the UN Treaty Collection website, available at:
https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY &mtdsg_no=XVIII-12&chapter=
18&clang=_en.

1. Res.10/6, “Preventing and Combating Crimes that Affect the Environment Falling within the
Scope of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime”, Tenth Session
of the Conference of the Parties, 2020.

2. Res. 10/6, above note 48, para. 8.

3. United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC), November 2021.

4. Resolution 8/12, “Preventing and Combating Corruption as It Relates to Crimes that Have an
Impact on the Environment”, Eight Session of the Conference of the Parties, 2019.
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1. Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA0f240October2008 on the Fight against Organized
Crime, OJ L 300, 11 November 2008, pp. 4245, available at: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri= CELEX%3A32008F0841.

2. the Directive 2008/99/EC on the protection of the environment through criminal law

3. European Commission, “European Green Deal: Commission Proposes to Strengthen the Protection
of the Environment through Criminal Law”, press release, 15 December 2021, available at:
https://ec.europa.eu/ commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip 21 6744.

4. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Protection of the
Environment through Criminal Law and Replacing Directive 2008/99/EC, COM/2021/851 final,
15 December 2021, Art. 3(1)(k), available at: https:/eur-lex.europa.cu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri= CELEX:52021PCO0851.

5. European Court of Auditors, Sustainable Water Use in Agriculture: CAP Funds More Likely to
Promote Greater rather than More Efficient Water Use, Special Report No. 20/2021, 2021, p. 35,
available at: www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/Docltem.aspx?did=59355.

6. Council of the EU, “Fight against Organized Crime: Council Sets Out 10 Priorities for the Next 4 Years”,
press release, 26 May 2021, available at: www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/05/26/
fight-against-organised-crime-council-sets-out-10-priorities-for-the-next-4-years/.
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1. European Commission, Evaluation of the Directive 2008/99/EC of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 19 November 2008 on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law,
Commission Staff Working Document, SWD (2020) 259 final, Brussels, 28 October 2020, Part I,
pp- 63-65, available at: https://eur-lex.europa.cu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020SC0259.

2. UNSC Res. 2341, 13 February 2017.

3. UNSC Res. 2573, 27 April 2021.
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- Protocol Additional (I) to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection

of Victims of International Armed Conflicts, 1125 UNTS 3, 8 June 1977 (entered into force 7

December 1978) (AP I); Protocol Additional (II) to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,

and relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts, 1125 UNTS 610,
8 June 1977 (entered into force 7 December 1978) (AP II).
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1. Early Warning Systems (EWS)
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1. U.S. Congress. (2002). H.R.3448 - Public Health Security and Bioterrorism Preparedness and
Response Act of 2002. 107th Congress (2001-2002). https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-
congress/house-bill/3448

2. https://iiwfs.com
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