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Abstract

Access to electricity in the contemporary world is of such critical
importance that it underpins activities ranging from everyday
conveniences, such as mobile phone use, to essential medical
services. Nevertheless, international legal instruments have only
sporadically addressed access to electricity, either implicitly or
explicitly, raising questions about its recognition as a human right.
This study explores various theories on the legal characterization of
the right to electricity and seeks to answer whether it qualifies as a
recognized human right. Additionally, it examines whether any
interruption in electricity supply constitutes a violation of this right
and, if so, what other human rights might be affected. Furthermore,
the legal framework of the European Union, as one of the most
active regulatory entities in this domain, is analyzed. The research
also delves into legal interpretations that significantly shape human
rights, with a focus on the most relevant interpretations concerning
electricity access. The findings reveal that recognizing access to
electricity as a human right would not only elevate its importance on
an international scale but also compel governments to take concrete
steps to ensure universal access to this essential resource. Ultimately,
this study emphasizes the critical need for acknowledging electricity
access as a fundamental right to advance sustainable development
and uphold human rights globally.
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1. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 1979 (CEDAW)
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4. The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
5. The European Convention on Human Rights
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1. European Pillar of Social Rights
. Proposal of Law N° 260 on the recognition of an effective right to energy and the fight against
energy poverty

. the Human Rights Committee

. the Committee against Torture

. the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

. the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

. the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

. the Committee on the Rights of the Child

. the Committee on Migrant Workers

10. the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

11. General Comments or General Recommendations

12. General comment No. 4: The right to adequate housing (art. 11 (1) of the Covenant),
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=en&TreatylD
=9&DocTypelD=11. (21 Jun. 24)
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1. General comment No. 7: The right to adequate housing (art. 11 (1) of the Covenant): Forced evictions,
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DocTypelD=11. (21 Jun. 24)

2. General Comment No. 15: The right to water,
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=9&DocTypelD=11. (21 Jun. 24)
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2. General Comment No. 13 (Twenty-first session, 1999), The right to education (article 13 of the
Covenant),
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=9&DocTypelD=11. (21 Jun. 24)
3. General comment No. 14: The right to the highest attainable standard of health,
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=9&DocTypelD=11. (21 Jun. 24)
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